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ACADEMIC POSITIONS 

 University of San Francisco School of Law 

 Professor, August 2005-present 

Courses Taught: Constitutional Law, Family Law, Community Property, Gender & the Law   

Research Areas: Reproductive healthcare, gender equality, constitutional law   

Committee Service: Status (elected), Appointments, Law Review, Faculty Scholarship Workshops, 
Educational Programs, Grutter Task Force, Social Justice and Public Interest, Academic Standards, 
Budget 

Center for Reproductive Rights, New York, NY 
Visiting Scholar, 2011-2012 

EDUCATION 

Harvard Law School, J.D., June 1998 
 Magna Cum Laude 

Harvard Law Review, Developments in the Law Editor 

University of Michigan, B.A. in English Literature, May 1995 
 Phi Beta Kappa, High Honors in English, James B. Angell Scholar 

LAW JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS & BOOK CHAPTERS 

Lessons from Personhood’s Defeat: Abortion Restrictions and Side Effects on Women’s Health, OHIO STATE 

LAW JOURNAL (forthcoming 2013), http://ssrn.com/abstract=2196101  
 

Functional Parenting and Dysfunctional Abortion Policy: Reforming Parental Involvement 
 Legislation, 50 FAMILY COURT REVIEW 241 (2012), http://ssrn.com/abstract=1957402 
 

 Irrational Women: Informed Consent and Abortion Regret, in FEMINIST LEGAL HISTORY: ESSAYS ON 

 WOMEN AND LAW edited by Tracy A. Thomas and Tracey Jean Boisseau (NYU Press, 2011) 
 

 Response, Hein and the Goldilocks Principle, 79 MISSISSIPPI LAW JOURNAL MISSING SOURCES 178 
 (2010), http://mississippilawjournal.org/2012/04/hein-and-the-goldilocks-principle/ 
 

 Rights, Remedies and Facial Challenges, 36 HASTINGS CONSTITUTIONAL LAW QUARTERLY 611 
 (2009), http://ssrn.com/abstract=1392926 
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 The Irrational Woman: Informed Consent and Abortion Decision-Making, 16 DUKE JOURNAL OF 

 GENDER LAW & POLICY 223 (2009) (Reprinted in Women and the Law edited by Tracy A. 
 Thomas; West, 2011), http://ssrn.com/abstract=1392441 

Privatizing Bans on Abortion: Eviscerating Constitutional Rights Through Tort Remedies, 80 TEMPLE LAW 

REVIEW 123 (2007), http://ssrn.com/abstract=1005243   

  Developments in the Law—Alternatives to Incarceration: Introduction, 111 HARVARD LAW REVIEW 1866 
(1998) (co-author Yong-Sung Jonathan Kang)  

Speech Restrictions—Floating Buffer Zones—Schenck v. Pro-Choice Network, 111 HARVARD LAW REVIEW 
339 (1997) 

Rethinking Rape, Book Review of Date Rape: Feminism, Philosophy and the Law, 20 HARVARD WOMEN’S 

LAW JOURNAL 333 (1997) 

Developments in the Law—The Civil Jury: Jury Selection and Composition, 110 HARVARD LAW REVIEW 
1443 (1997) 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

The Side Effects of Abortion Restrictions, Balkinization (January 18, 2013), 
http://balkin.blogspot.com/2013/01/the-side-effects-of-abortion_18.html  

Perverting Informed Consent: The South Dakota Court Decision, RH Reality Check (August 1, 2012), 
http://www.rhrealitycheck.org/article/2012/08/01/perverting-informed-consent-south-dakota 

Proposition 4: Constitutional Amendments for Sale, RH Reality Check (November 3, 2008), 
http://www.rhrealitycheck.org/node/8652  

The War Powers Resolution – A Collective Judgment of One?, USF Lawyer Magazine (Spring/Summer 
2007) 

Gonzales v. Carhart: A Threat to Women’s Health and Reproductive Freedom, California Women Lawyers 
Newsletter (Summer 2007) (co-author Jennifer Templeton Dunn)  

PRESENTATIONS 
 

Lessons from Personhood’s Defeat: Abortion Restrictions and Side Effects on Women’s Health, UCLA School 
of Law, “Liberty/Equality: The View from Roe’s 40th and Lawrence’s 10th Anniversaries,” Los 
Angeles, CA (January 2013) 

Lessons from Personhood’s Defeat: Abortion Restrictions and Side Effects on Women’s Health, Santa Clara 
Law School Faculty Workshop, Santa Clara, CA (January 2013) 

Commentator and Co-Organizer, Emerging Family Law Scholars and Teachers Conference, 
Fordham Law School, New York, NY (May 2012) 

Panelist, “Polic(y)ing Our Bodies: The Attack on Reproductive Rights,” UC Berkeley School of 
 Law Women of Color Collective Panel, Berkeley, CA (March 2012) 
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Functional Parenting and Dysfunctional Abortion Policy: Reforming Parental Involvement Legislation, 
  Abortion Seminar, Bixby Center for Global Reproductive Health, University of California San 
  Francisco, CA (February 2012) 

  Functional Parenting and Dysfunctional Abortion Policy: Reforming Parental Involvement Legislation, Center 
  for Reproductive Rights, Visiting Scholar Lecture, New York, NY (October 2011) 

Parents, Minors, and Minor Parents: A Family Law Perspective on Adolescents’ Reproductive Rights, Fourth 
  Annual Midwest Family Law Consortium “Family Law in the 21st Century,” Michigan State  
  University College of Law, East Lansing, MI (June 2011) 

  Commentator, “Sexualities, Domestic Violence, and Mothering” panel, Feminist Legal Theory 
  CRN, Law and Society Annual Meeting, San Francisco, CA (June 2011) 

  Parents, Minors, and Minor Parents: A Family Law Perspective on Adolescents’ Reproductive Rights,  
  Emerging Family Law Scholars and Teachers Conference, UC Hastings College of the Law,  
  San Francisco, CA (June 2011) 

Facial Challenges and the Face of Abortion, Law and Society Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL (May 2010) 

Informed Consent and Abortion Decision-Making After Gonzales v. Carhart, Association for the Study of 
Law, Culture and the Humanities Twelfth Annual Conference, Suffolk University School of Law, 
Boston, MA (April 2009) 

The Irrational Woman: Informed Consent and Abortion Decision-Making, Duke Journal of Gender Law & 
Policy Public Health Symposium, Duke University School of Law, Durham, NC (February 2009) 

 Rights, Remedies and Facial Challenges, Hastings Constitutional Law Quarterly Symposium, 
 University of California Hastings College of the Law, San Francisco, CA (February 2009) 

The Future of the Federal Courts and FOCA Under the Obama Administration, Abortion Seminar, Bixby 
Center for Global Reproductive Health, University of California San Francisco, CA (January 
2009) 

The Irrational Woman: Informed Consent and Abortion Decision-Making After Gonzales v. Carhart, LatCrit 
XIII Annual Conference, Seattle, WA (October 2008) 

Reproductive Rights and Gender Equality at the Roberts Court, “Gender, Reproduction, and the U.S. 
Supreme Court” panel, 81st Annual Meeting of the State Bar of California, Monterey, CA 
(September 2008) 

Capacity and Consent After Gonzales v. Carhart, Abortion Seminar, Bixby Center for Global 
Reproductive Health, University of California San Francisco, CA (May 2008)  

Informed Consent and Women’s Reproductive Autonomy, Law and Society Annual Meeting, Montreal, 
Canada (May 2008) 

The Legal Implications of Gonzales v. Carhart, Abortion Seminar, Bixby Center for Global 
Reproductive Health, University of California San Francisco, CA (May 2007)  

Fundamental Rights and Self-Enforcing Tort Legislation: Piercing the Veil of Private Rights of Action, Law 
and Society Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD (July 2006)  
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Discussant, “Following Marriage” panel, Law and Society Annual Meeting, Baltimore, MD (July 
2006)    

OTHER LEGAL EXPERIENCE 

 State of California Office of the Attorney General, San Francisco Jan. 2003-April 2005 
Deputy Attorney General.  Litigated civil rights lawsuits related to prison conditions. 

 Howard, Rice, Nemerovski, Canady, Falk & Rabkin, San Francisco   Oct. 2001-Dec. 2002 
Litigation Associate.  Litigated intellectual property and other commercial matters.  

 The Center for Reproductive Rights, New York   Sept. 2000-Sept. 2001 
Blackmun Fellowship Attorney.  Litigated constitutional challenges to regulations limiting access to 
reproductive healthcare.   

 Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, San Francisco  Aug. 1999-Aug. 2000 
Law Clerk for the Honorable James R. Browning.  Wrote bench memoranda and drafted opinions. 

Fulbright Scholar, Chennai, India Sept. 1998-June 1999 
Researcher.  Conducted research on legal remedies for domestic violence.   

BAR ADMISSIONS 

 California 
Illinois 
U.S. Court of Appeals, Ninth Circuit 
U.S. District Court, Northern District of California 


