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MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENIOR DIRECTOR 
As we close the 2023–2024 academic and fiscal 
year, I am proud to reflect on our continued progress 
and growth. This year has been marked by new 
initiatives, including the launch of the USF Rising Youth 
Mentorship program, which aims to foster mutually 
beneficial relationships between USF students and 
youth from historically underserved communities. 

Our students have achieved remarkable success, both 
in and out of the classroom, and we have seen strong 
support from our McCarthy Center Board in shaping 
the future of our Center. Our partnerships continue to 
expand, allowing us to collaborate with organizations 
such as the University of Delaware Biden Institute, 
YMCA of San Francisco, KQED, the San Francisco Public 
Library, San Francisco City and County, and beyond, 
including Sacramento and Washington, D.C. 

Community engagement remains at the heart of our 
mission, and through community-engaged learning 
coursework across campus, in The Fillmore/Western 
Addition and through the Engage San Francisco 
initiative, we are building lasting connections 
that are driving real impact in the lives of 
our students and community members. 

Thank you all for your dedication and 

partnership in making this a truly 
remarkable year for the 
Leo T. McCarthy Center. 

With gratitude, 

DERICK BROWN 
Senior Director, 
Leo T. McCarthy Center 

198 
COMMUNITY PARTNER 

CO-EDUCATORS 



McCARTHY FELLOWS 
IN SAN FRANCISCO, SACRAMENTO, AND USF IN DC 
USF in DC at Georgetown 

Beginning with the 2023–2024 academic year, the 
McCarthy Center embarked on a new partnership 
with Georgetown University for the USF in DC 
program where our students would have an 
opportunity to live in new Georgetown housing 
alongside students from our Jesuit partner university 
in our nation’s capital,  learning about policymaking 
and politics at a national level. 

We are excited to cultivate this relationship in the 
years to come with a shared Jesuit Catholic mission to 
prepare students to be lifelong learners dedicated to 
the common good and to building a more just world. 

46 
FELLOWSHIPS 

4,320 
HOURS SUPPORTING CITY AND 

COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

McCARTHY FELLOWS 
IN DC PLACEMENTS 
• National Coalition on School Diversity 
• House Veterans Affairs Committee 
• American Public Health Association 
• Elected Officials to Protect America 
• D.C. Chamber of Commerce 
• Rep. Veronica Escobar (TX) 
• Rep. Mark DeSaulnier (CA) 
• Sen. Laphonza Butler (CA) 
• Public Defender’s Office 
• CCAI Adoption Services 
• Rep. Ruben Gallego (AZ) 
• Rep. Norma Torres (CA) 
• Rep. Nancy Pelosi (CA) 
• Rep. Nora Torres (CA) 
• Rep. Judy Chu (CA) 
• Tiger Hill Partners 
• US Treasury 
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USFVOTES 
USF shines in the primaries 

USF received the 2023–2024 All in Democracy 
Challenge Award for the Most Engaged Campus for 
College Student Voting. This program recognizes 
institutions that work to increase nonpartisan student 
voter registration, education, and turnout and ensure 
equitable access to the polls for their community. In 
March, the University hosted two polling locations on 
campus for the Super Tuesday Primaries. 

Team Leads Conversation in KQED Live 

The McCarthy Center and KQED Live convened 
some of the Bay Area’s youngest elected officials 

— including Assemblymember Alex Lee, Hercules 
Mayor Alexander Walker-Griffin, and Sunnyvale 
Councilmember Alysa Cisneros — to share their 
vision for our region’s future in conversation with 
politics correspondent Guy Marzaroti and USF Votes 
Team Lead Caitlin Kennedy.  

“I am excited to register new  
voters with USFVotes and apply 

my new skills and strategies.” 

 HANNAH NELSON ‘24 | USFVOTES, INTERN 
AT THE SF DEPARTMENT OF ELECTIONS 

41 
ELECTION POP-UPS 

41 
ELECTION POP-UPS



COMMUNITY 
EMPOWERMENT ACTIVISTS 
The rEVOLUTION is love 
In its sixth year,  Community Empowerment Activists 
continued to attract students and community advocacy 
organizations in mutually beneficial partnerships to teach 
undergraduate students, resistance, and activism in the 
year-long program combining coursework with paid 
internships with frontline organizations. 

In this year’s cohort, CEAs learned to embrace 
transformative justice by examining the context 
of various forms of oppression, engaging within the 
work of the community, and learning the skills of 
grassroots organizing. 

10 
ADVOCACY 

ORGANIZATIONS/ 
PARTNERS 6TH 

YEAR OF CREATING 
COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS 



EQUITY  INTERNS 
Growth and deeper connection in 2024 
Year four of Equity Interns revamped its curriculum and 
programming to better equip undergraduate interns 
to support and empower the San Francisco YMCA's 
Power Scholar Academy students in developing their 
social-emotional skills and habits to increase pathways 
necessary for agency and joy in their learning journeys. 

Both Newark, Delaware, and San Francisco foster 
community and innovation through strong educational 
institutions, local community engagement, and 
opportunities for collaboration — connecting both cities 
on a broader scale. Six Interns from the University of 
Delaware’s Biden Institute joined us from across the 
United States in the collaborative efforts of tackling 
educational inequities in the summer school sites of 
The Fillmore/Western Addition District, the Mission, 
and Bayview neighborhoods. 

41 
EQUITY INTERNS 

COMING FROM 
13 STATES 

47% 
INTERNS WHO IDENTIFY 

AS BIPOC 

"I am so grateful to work in a 
program that allows me to give 
back to communities that often 
don’t receive the support they 
deserve" 

MAXWELL AYIKO EDMONDS DRATI ’25, 
EQUITY INTERN 



ENGAGE SAN FRANCISCO 
ESF celebrated its 10th anniversary in spring 
2024. We gathered with over 100 friends and 
supporters to reflect on highlights from the past 
two decades. 

"Congrats again on 10 years of 
sowing good seed on good ground 
by investing money, creating 
opportunity, sustainability, and  
care in The Fillmore. I am so 
proud to be a 4th-generation San 
Francisco native, a USF alumni,  
Leo T. McCarthy Center board 
member, and a 20-plus year 
community partner that allows  
USF students the most authentic 
and unapologetic experience 
possible because I truly believe  
we change the world from here." 

  SILENA LAYNE ‘03 

LITERACY PARTNERSHIPS 
In fall 2023 we had 60 tutors, including 25 
new hires. Literacy Program Manager Dresden 
Frazier-Smith partnered with the USF Black 
Achievement Success and Engagement (BASE) 
to promote the position to Black students on 
campus. This supported our goal of hiring Black-
identified tutors, as requested by our partners. 
We had an incredibly diverse team, with 
82% tutors of color and 37% Black or African 
American. Our tutors come from diverse majors 
including psychology and we also have tutors 
studying nursing, politics, biology, architecture, 
and computer science. 

COMMUNITY ACTIVIST RESEARCHERS 
Dr. Colette Cann and her colleagues at RISE for 
Racial Justice taught a third cohort of Black-
Community Activist Researchers (B-CAR) in 
classes on Race Theory and Black Community 
Activist Research. Returning Black Community 
Activist Researchers presented at the 2023 CIES 
Western Regional Conference and have joined 
the USF community as students following their 
completion of three years in the program. 



USF RISING YOUTH MENTORSHIP 
Spring 2024 marked a successful pilot for USF Rising Youth Mentorship, 
a collaboration between LTMC and the Athletics Department, aimed at 
fostering college-going culture and career exploration for 6th-8th graders. 
Partnering with Braid Mission, Booker T. Washington Community Service 
Center, Prince Hall Computer Learning Center, and Magic Programs, the 
initiative allowed youth to explore USF’s campus and opportunities. 

Key events included a STEM-focused collaboration with USF engineering 
students and a self-expression workshop led by Brother Connection 
and Alpha Phi Alpha members. These initiatives helped mentees build 
meaningful relationships with USF students, promoting representation 
and mentorship for the next generation. 5 

LITERACY SITES 

10 
YEARS OF ENGAGE 

SAN FRANCISCO

34 
OF COMMUNITY 

 ACTIVIST RESEARCHERS 
(SINCE YEAR #1) 

"USF Rising is centered around 
cultural humility, learning from 
those around you with humility and 
understanding." 

KOA FONG ‘25 
USF RISING YOUTH MENTOR 



 

2023–24 

DONORS AND FUNDERS 
We are grateful to our most recent donors and funders who have generously made a gift to support 
McCarthy Center students and the center over the last year. Deceased donors are indicated with a †. 

Bukola Adesokan-Cobb 
Emily Adsit 
Bruce Agid 
The Honorable Art Agnos & 

Sherry Agnos 
Scott Armstrong 
Buck Bagot 
Pamela Balls Organista & 

Kurt Organista 
Nancy Barrett & 

Francis Beneduci 
Anne Batmale 
Elmy Bermejo 
Dan Bernal 
Mary Bianco 
Jared Bisbikis 
Phyllis Bowie 
Steven Bowles 
Derick Brown & 

Tracie Brown 
Marion Brown 
John Bruno 
Tami Bryant 
Jayme Burke 
Cynthia & Rob Birmingham 
Betsy Butler 
John & Joann Cahill 
Ninive & Jean-Claude 

Calegari 
Shawn Calhoun & 

Nazanin Calhoun 
Eva Marie Carney 
Anastasia Carney 
Celia Carrasco 
Kate Carter & 

Ann Magovern 
Bill & Sherry Cartwright 
Howell Chan 
Katie Chapman-Pinto 
Jim Chastain 
Rodney Chin 
Francis Gregory Cicchini 
Michael & Maureen Clark 
Eugene Clark-Herrera 
Judith Cohen & 

Malcolm Gissen 

Kathleen Coll 
Charles & Paula Collins 
Joseph Cotchett 
Steve & Debbie 

Countouriotis 
Kathlyn M. Craigie 
Laura Crosby 
Ricky & Therese Curotto 
Anthony Daddino & 

Susan Bevan 
Adam Daddino 
Rof de Vegt 
Mary Del Santo 
Miriam Desmukes 
Lynna Do 
Carol & Dixon Doll 
Margaret Doherty-Simor & 

Brent Simor 
Robert & Elizabeth Dondero 
Liam Duffy 
John J. Duggan & Family 
Lauren Hager 
Barbara Elmore Lane 
Joanne Escobar 
Dorothy Escobar 
Susan Ewens 
Cheryl Ewers 
Raffaella Falchi 
Casey Farmer & 

Galen Wilson 
Evelyn Fernandez Pedraza 
Mandy Fesko 
Drea Finch 
Lydia Flocchini 
Trish Fontana 
Melina Yee Franklin 
Alicia Gamez 
Takija Gardner 
Jeff Gennette 
Christian Gordon 
Alexis Grab & 

Erika White 
Jonathan Greenberg 
Ashley Griffin 
Linda & John† Grimes 
Russell Grimes 

Jimi Harris 
Lisa Harris 
Robert Harris 
Joanne Hayes-White 
Christine Hernandez 
Kevin Hickey 
Holly Hogan & 

Thomas Holmes 
Bill & Sally Hogan 
Grace Horikiri 
Elisa Isaacson 
June Jackson 
Melvora Jackson 
Nathan Karkoski 
Steven Kay 
John Kennedy 
Christopher Kerr 
Elisabeth & Michael 

Kersten 
Courtney & Doug Kilroy 
Donald & Nikki King 
David Kvaratskhelia & 

Christina Giguere 
Rhonda Lasartemay 
Garvin Lee & 

Linda Wong-Lee 
John Lee 
Pat Lee 
Michael Lenert 
Leslie Lombre & 

Lonnie Odom 
Vanita & Austin Louie 
Joan Lubamersky 
Marissa Macayan 
Bridget Mahoney 
Helen Maniates 
Ziba Marashi 
Frederick Martin 
Eileen Martin-Rawson† & 

George Rawson†
Theodore Matula 
Mary & Larry† Del Santo 
Adam McCarthy & 

Heather McCarthy 
Conna McCarthy & 

Peter Craigie 

Jacqueline McCarthy 
Niall & Yvonne McCarthy 
Sharon McCarthy Allen & 

Dale L. Allen, Jr. 
Lindsey McClenahan 
Anthony & Carolyn 

McCusker 
Maury McFadden 
John McKnight 
Nancy & Joseph McMonigle 
Madeline Meininger 
Hydra Mendoza 
Cristen Miller 
Bea Miller 
Carolyn Miller 
Ann Mills 
Judy Miner 
Robert Mitchell 
Nathalie Moreira-Ramirez 
Destiny Muhammad 
Destiny & Cristwell 

Muhammad 
Patrick Murphy 
Larry & Kathy† Nibbi 
Kevin O’Brien & 

Sonja Moelleken 
Alejandro Padron 
Michael & Doria Paganini 
Liz Paley 
Ray & Ellie† Peck 
Alfredo Pedroza & 

Anil Rajpal 
Susana Razo 
Clint and Janet Reilly 
Christopher & Laura Remer 
Jessica Romm 
Ronald Rose & 

Karen M. Rose 
Argel Sabillo & 

Jessica Chew 
James and Gerry 

Sangiacomo 
Martin Scherstuhl 
Carolyn Scott 
Dian Scott 
David Sebeck & Kip Bridges 
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Malik Seneferu 
Scott Shafer 
William Shannon 
Lionel Shaw 
Christopher Simi 
Janet & Larry Simi 
Shakirah Simley 
Timothy Simon & 

Kimberly Brandon 
Brent & Margaret Simor 
Vebina Singh 
Martin & Diane Skrip 
Chantel & Sean Smith 
Vanessa Southern 
Halle Sousa 
Philip Spiegel 
Lisa Stone Pritzker 
Roselyne & Richard† Swig 
Adam Swig 
Rebecca Swingle 

Luke Terra 
Phillip Thornton & 

Susan Friday 
Barry Thonton 
Theodore & Michelle Toppin 
Jenifer Toyomura 
Judson True 
Carla Trujillo 
Keena & Linda Turner 
Nico Van Dongen 
Anastasia Vrachnos 
Dan Waldman 
Marilyn Waldman 
Jason Warburg 
Timothy Waters 
Jeff Welch 
Roger Wery 
Alfred & Manti Williams 
Emmelie & Arthur Woo 
Xiaohua Yang 

CORPORATIONS/FOUNDATIONS/ORGANIZATIONS 

Betty L. Blakley Endowed 
Scholarship 

Bevan Daddino 
Foundation Inc. 

Booker T. Washington 
Community Service Center 
Catholic Charities 

San Francisco 
Cotchett, Pitre, & McCarthy 
Golden State Warriors 
CORO Northern California 
HVYW8 Trucking Inc. 
Ignatian Solidarity Network 
Japanese Community 

Youth Council (JCYC) 
Jewish Community 

Relations Council, 
Bay Area 

Lisa Stone Pritzker 
Family Foundation 

Marina Security 
Services, Inc. 

McNicholas & 
McNicholas, L.L.P. 

Moca Foundation 

NEO Philanthropy, Inc. 
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe 
Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company 
Robert Holstein Memorial 

Scholarship 
The Andrew Goodman 

Foundation 
The San Francisco Foundation 
San Francisco 49ers 
San Francisco Giants 
Windhover Foundation Inc 
United Airlines 
UCSF 
USF College of Arts 

and Sciences 
USF School of Education 
USF School of Law 
USF School of Management 
USF School of Nursing and 

Health Professions 
YMCA of Greater 

San Francisco 
Young Community 

Developers 

IN MEMORIAM 

Richard Spohn 
1942–2024 

McCarthy Center's 
Founding Director 

2023–24 

FINANCIALS 

REVENUES 

60% GIFTS, GRANTS, AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

15% FOUNDATIONS 

25% ENDOWMENT 

EXPENSES 

85% MCCARTHY CENTER PROGRAMS 

12% ADMINISTRATION 

3% OTHER RESTRICTED ACTIVITY 

EXPENSES 

REVENUES 



Leo T. McCarthy Center for Public 
Service and the Common Good 

2130 Fulton Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117-1080 

Email: mccarthycenter@usfca.edu 
Telephone: (415) 422-5662 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram,  
and Flickr. 

facebook.com/mccarthycenterusfca 

@iammccarthycenter 

McCarthy Center 

Leo T. McCarthy Center for Public Service and the Common Good 

Subscribe to Our Newsletter 
signup.e2ma.net/signup/1870994/1812830 
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